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SUNDAY, MAY 29, 2022 
Sixth Sunday of Pascha: Sunday of the Blind Man 

 Martyrs Theodosia of Tyre and Theodosia of Constantinople;  
Hieromartyr Olvian, bishop of Aneos, and those with him 

 
English: Christ is Risen! Indeed (Truly), He is Risen!  

Arabic: Al Maseeh Qam! Haqan Qam!  
Armenian: Kristos haryav ee merelotz! Orhnial eh harootyunuh kristosee! 

Coptic: Pchristos aftooun! Alethos aftooun! 
Ethiopian: Christos t’ensah em’ muhtan! Exai’ ab-her eokala! 

Georgian: Kriste aghsdga! Cheshmaritad aghsdga! 
Greek: Kristos Anesti! Alithos Anesti!  

French: Le Christ est Resucitée! Vraiment est Resucitée!  
Russian: Kristos Voskresey! Voyistino Voskresey!  

Spanish: Cristo ha resucitado! En verdad ha resucitado! 
Ukrainian: Khristos voskres! Voistinu voskres! 

Tone 5                                                       Eothinon 8 
Saturday Vespers Service: 5:00 PM  
Sunday Service: Matins (Orthros) 9:15 AM, followed immediately by Divine Liturgy  
 
Sunday Epistle Reader:  Geoffrey Borschow 
 

RESURRECTIONAL APOLYTIKION IN TONE FIVE 
Let us believers praise and worship the Word; coeternal with the Father and the Spirit, born of the Virgin 
for our salvation. For, He took pleasure in ascending the Cross in the flesh to suffer death; and to raise the 
dead by His glorious Resurrection. 
 

 APOLYTIKION FOR ST. GEORGE THE GREAT-MARTYR TONE FOUR 
Since thou art a liberator and deliverer of captives, a help and support of the poor and needy, a healing 
physician of the sick, a contender and fighter for kings, O great among Martyrs, the victory-clad George; 
intercede with Christ God for the salvation of our soul. 



THE KONTAKION OF PASCHA IN TONE EIGHT 
Though Thou didst descend into the grave, O Immortal One, yet didst Thou destroy the power of Hades, 
and didst arise as victor, O Christ God, calling to the myrrh-bearing women, Rejoice, and giving peace unto 
Thine Apostles, O Thou Who dost grant resurrection to the fallen. 
 

THE EPISTLE 
Thou, O Lord, shalt keep us and preserve us. 

Save me, O Lord, for the godly man is no more. 
The Reading from the Acts of the Apostles. (16:16-34) 

     In those days, while we the apostles were going to the place of prayer, we were met by a slave girl who 
had a spirit of divination, who brought her masters much gain by soothsaying. She followed Paul and us, 
and cried out saying: “These men are servants of the Most High God, who proclaim to us the way of 
salvation.” And she did this for many days. But Paul was annoyed, and turned and said to the spirit: “I charge 
you in the Name of Jesus Christ to come out of her.” And it came out that very hour. But when her masters 
saw that the hope of their gain was gone, they seized Paul and Silas and dragged them into the marketplace 
before the rulers; and when they had brought them to the magistrates, they said: “These men are disturbing 
our city, and they, being Jews, are setting forth customs which are not lawful for us to receive or observe, 
since we are Romans.” The multitude then rose up together against them, and the magistrates tore their 
garments off them, and commanded to beat them with rods. And when they had inflicted many stripes upon 
them, they cast them into prison, charging the jailer to keep them safely. Having received such a charge, he 
cast them into the inner prison, and fastened their feet in the stocks. But about midnight Paul and Silas were 
praying and singing hymns to God, and the prisoners were listening to them, and suddenly there was a great 
earthquake, so that the foundations of the prison were shaken; and immediately all the doors were opened 
and every one’s fetters were unfastened. And the jailer, being roused out of sleep and seeing the prison doors 
open, drew his sword and was about to kill himself, supposing that the prisoners had escaped. But Paul cried 
out with a loud voice saying: “Do not harm yourself, for we are all here.” And he called for lights and rushed 
in, and fell down before Paul and Silas trembling with fear, and brought them out and said: “Masters, what 
must I do to be saved?” And they said: “Believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, and you will be saved, you and 
your household.” And they spoke the word of the Lord to him, and to all who were in his house. And he 
took them the same hour of the night, and washed their stripes, and was baptized, he and his entire 
household. Then he brought them up into his house, and set food before them, and rejoiced greatly, with 
his entire house, in that he had believed in God. 
 

THE GOSPEL 
The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. John. (9:1-38) 

     At that time, when Jesus was passing, he saw a man blind from his birth. And His disciples asked 
Him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” Jesus answered, “It was not that 
this man sinned, or his parents, but that the works of God might be made manifest in him. I must work the 
works of Him who sent Me, while it is day; night comes, when no one can work. As long as I am in the 
world, I am the light of the world.” As he said this, he spat on the ground and made clay of the spittle and 
anointed the man’s eyes with the clay, saying to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam,” which means “Sent.” 
So he went and washed and came back seeing. The neighbors and those who had seen him before as a 
beggar, said, “Is not this the man who used to sit and beg?” Some said, “It is he;” others said, “No, but he 



is like him.” He said, “I am the man.” They said to him, “Then how were your eyes opened?” He answered, 
“The man called Jesus made clay and anointed my eyes and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash’; so I went 
and washed and received my sight.” They said to him, “Where is he?” He said, “I do not know.” They 
brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. Now it was a Sabbath day when Jesus made 
the clay and opened his eyes. The Pharisees again asked him how he had received his sight. And he said to 
them, “He put clay on my eyes, and I washed, and I see.” Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from 
God, for He does not keep the Sabbath.” But others said, “How can a man who is a sinner do such signs?” 
There was a division among them. So they again said to the blind man, “What do you say about Him, since 
He has opened your eyes?” He said, “He is a prophet.” The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and 
had received his sight, until they called the parents of the man who had received his sight, and asked them, 
“Is this your son, who you say was born blind? How then does he now see?” His parents answered, “We 
know that this is our son, and that he was born blind; but how he now sees we do not know, nor do we 
know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age, he will speak for himself.” His parents said this because 
they feared the Jews, for the Jews had already agreed that if anyone should confess him to be Christ, he was 
to be put out of the synagogue. Therefore, his parents said, “He is of age, ask him.” So for the second time 
they called the man who had been blind, and said to him, “Give God the praise; we know that this man is a 
sinner.” He answered, “Whether he is a sinner, I do not know; one thing I know, that though I was blind, 
now I see.” They said to him, “What did He do to you? How did He open your eyes?” He answered them, 
“I have told you already, and you would not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you too want to 
become His disciples?” And they reviled him, saying, “You are His disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. 
We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where He comes from.” The 
man answered, “Why, this is a marvel! You do not know where He comes from, and yet He opened my 
eyes. We know that God does not listen to sinners, but if anyone is a worshiper of God and does His will, 
God listens to him. Never since the world began has it been heard that anyone opened the eyes of a man 
born blind. If this man were not from God, He could do nothing.” They answered him, “You were born in 
utter sin, and would you teach us?” And they cast him out. Jesus heard that they had cast him out, and having 
found him He said, “Do you believe in the Son of God?” He answered, “And who is He, Sir, that I may 
believe in Him?” Jesus said to him, “You have seen Him, and it is He who speaks to you.” He said, “Lord, 
I believe.” And he worshiped Him. 

THE SYNAXARION 
On May 29 in the Holy Orthodox Church, we commemorate the Martyrs Theodosia of Tyre 
and Theodosia of Constantinople; Hieromartyr Olvian, bishop of Aneos, and those with him.  
     On this day, the sixth Sunday of Pascha, we celebrate the miracle wrought by our Lord 
and God and Savior Jesus Christ upon the man who was blind from his birth.  

Verses 
O Light of Light most perfect, and Light-provider, 

On the blind from birth, O Word, eyes Thou bestowest. 
The Savior met this man, born blind and incurable after every human effort, while leaving the 
Temple on the Sabbath. Saints John Chrysostom, Basil the Great and Irenaeus teach that the 
man was born without eyeballs. Jesus spat into the dirt, made clay, rubbed it in his eye sockets 
and told him to wash in the pool of Siloam, a famous water spring in Jerusalem. The Savior did 
not send him there because his eye sockets were filled with clay, nor did the pool have healing 
power, but instead to test his faith and obedience. Jesus fashioned the eyes of the blind man 



from the dirt as God fashioned man from the dirt. The blind man proclaimed that Jesus healed 
him, but this confession caused him to be cast out by the enemies of the truth. Even his own 
parents would not defend him. However, the blind man followed Jesus from that moment 
forward.  
     By Thine infinite mercy, O Christ our God, Giver of light, have mercy on us. Amen. 
 
 

Please note for Orthros, please turn to page 44 in the Red Service Book, and to  
page 91 to follow along with the Divine Liturgy. 
 
 
 
 

FORTH COMING MAJOR FEAST – SAVE THE DATE 
On June 2, the Thursday of the sixth week of Pascha, we celebrate the Ascension of our Lord and God and 
Savior Jesus Christ. After His Resurrection, Jesus remained on earth for forty days, appearing to His 
Disciples in various places. He ate, drank and conversed with them, verifying and assuring His Resurrection. 
On the fortieth day after Pascha, Jesus appeared to His Disciples in Jerusalem. He gave them His last 
commandment, to go forth and preach in His Name to all the nations. At the same time, He told them not 
to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait until they were clothed with the power from on high by the descent 
of the Holy Spirit upon them. Having said this, Jesus led His Disciples to the Mount of Olives. Then He 
lifted up His hands and blessed them. And as He was speaking to them with words of fatherly blessing, Jesus 
departed from them and ascended into Heaven, being received by a shining cloud, indicating His divine 
majesty. He gradually disappeared from the sight of the Disciples as they gazed at Him. And as they stood 
thus, two angels in brilliant white robes appeared to them in the form of men and said to them: Ye men of 
Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into Heaven? This same Jesus, Who is taken from you into Heaven, shall so 
come in like manner as ye have seen Him go into Heaven. In these words is fulfilled and defined the doctrine 
concerning the Son of God and His Word, in the Confession of Faith. After our Lord Jesus Christ fulfilled 
all His great dispensation for us, He ascended in glory into Heaven, and sat on the right hand of God the 
Father. His Disciples returned to Jerusalem from the Mount of Olives, rejoicing in the promise of the coming 
of the Holy Spirit. 
 
St. George Church will celebrate the Ascension of our Lord on Wednesday, June 1, with Orthros at 
6:00 PM and Divine Liturgy at 7:00 PM. 

 
 

       HOLY BREAD ON SUNDAY IS OFFERED BY: 

Martin and Sharon Madsen for their health and the health of their children and 
grandson, Sebastian, Karla and Felix Madsen, and, Alex Madsen and Kristen 
Madsen. 
 
 
 
 



DONATIONS 
Ali & Waffa Salameh 
Ludmila for the health of Vladimir & Volentinol and relatives 
 

MEMORIAL DONATIONS 
Raed and Sylvana Alouri: Memory of Ray Malooly 
Allen and Patricia Borschow: Memory of Ray Malooly and Diana Salome 
Henry and Delfina Calderoni: Memory of Ray Malooly 
George and Cristina Dipp: Memory of Ray Malooly and Diana Salome 
James and Mary Donaldson: Memory of Ray Malooly 
Norman and Hope Ekery: Memory of Diana Salome 
Jamie Isaac: Memory of Ray Malooly and Constantine Papas 
Meyer and Melinda Marcus: Memory of Ray Malooly 
S. Anthony Safi: Memory of Ray Malooly 
Drs. Hassan and Maha Salloum: Memory of Ray Malooly 
Svetlana Ulrich: Memory of Ray Malooly 
 

         SUNDAY SCHOOL 
Students should report to Sunday School at 9:25 A.M. to be with Fr Fadi for the opening prayers.  
 
Sunday, May 29, is the last session of Sunday School for this school year.  A great many thanks to our 
students who attended faithfully throughout the school year, both in-person and virtually as well as to their 
parents for their continued support.  Our appreciation also goes to James Shaheen Jr. for stepping in this 
year to teach classes when needed.  Also, a big thank you to our Sunday School staff who, once again, took 
on the responsibility of preparing and teaching the faith to our students every Sunday.  We are also thankful 
to Fr. Fadi and Deacon Michael for their never-ending support and trust in us as we teach our Faith to the 
youth of our beloved St. George Church.  Please remember that, even though Sunday School is on summer 
break, God and church is not, so please continue to attend Liturgy faithfully every week.  
 

STUDENT ATTENDANCE ROSTER FOR SUNDAY, May 22, 2022 – 20 students 
Pre-School (ages 3 and 4 years old) Doris Shaheen 
     Georgia Comerci, Amara Gipson & Isabella Sarah 
Grades Kinder/1st   Jehan Al-Hanna 

Georgios Alyousef, Andi Comerci, Chris Gipson, & Christina Sarah 
Grades 2/3    Allen Borschow 
     Larissa Alyoussef, Dani Comerci & Caleb Crawford  
Grades 4/5    Patricia Borschow 

Majd Al Dayoub, Melaina Horton & Oaklee Ladson   
Grades 6/7    Geoffrey Borschow  
     Elias Al Dayoub, Annabelle Horton, Nigel Rangel & Brooke Wik  
Grades 8-12    Jameelie Dayoub 

Andrew Crawford, Christina Crawford & Kendall Olivas  
Sunday School Director  Laila Ferris 
Special Projects   Jaclyn Ferris 
Staff Assistant    James Shaheen, Sr.  



          SUNDAY COFFEE HOUR AFTER CHURCH 

Please join us after church in the small conference room in the Summit Hall.  

If you or a group wish to sponsor a Coffee House, please notify Rev. Dcn. Michael by sending him an email 
the Monday prior to the event so he can post it in that week’s church bulletin. His email address is: 
deacon@stgeorge-elpaso.org  

Questions pertaining to the Coffee Hour can be directed to the Parish Council President, Dr. Raed Aldouri,  
 

ST. GEORGE STEWARDSHIP PROJECT CONTINUES 
 

We have arrived at Week #20 of the Stewardship Project at St. George Church. For the next 33 weeks, 
the Stewardship Project will reach out to you and your families bringing you special inserts in the weekly 
Church Bulletin. Refer to the last page of the church bulletin.   

    FEAST IN THE MIDDLE EAST MEETING 

Dear Parishioners, the Parish Council has scheduled a meeting to discuss the future of the Annual 
Feast of the Middle East event. The meeting has been rescheduled for Sunday, June 5, 
immediately following the Divine Liturgy. All are encouraged to attend this very important 
meeting and give your input. The meeting will be held in the small conference room in the 
Summit Hall. Please mark your calendars. 

   

 
 
 
 
 
                 ICON PROJECT 

Icons are representations of the Heavenly. They are expressions of Orthodox faith, teaching, and 
worship. Icons are not drawings but rather writings of things not of this world. Icons can represent our 



Lord Jesus Christ, the Virgin Mary, and the Saints. They can also represent the Holy Trinity, Angels, the 
Heavenly hosts, and even events.  

The Orthodox Church uses icons to assist in worship. Icons are a 'window to heaven' and they help us to 
focus on the divine things. Icons teach us not to reject our physical life but instead to transform it, as was 
done by the holy people represented by the icons. It is important to note that the icons themselves are 
venerated only, not worshipped; we only worship God in the Holy Trinity (Father, Son, and Holy Spirit). 

Fr. Fadi is overseeing the Icon Project to have icons written on the interior walls that are bare in the 
church. This project is to continue beautifying the Church for the glory of God. If you wish to make a 
monetary donation towards the Icon Project in memory of a loved one(s) and/or your family, please 
contact Fr. Fadi at (973) 780-0221. Please address your check to St. George Antiochian Orthodox Church 
and write Icon Project Donation in the purpose line.    

A warm thank you to all who have donated towards the Icon Project. May God grant you many years of 
good health.  
 
 

                      
 
“Jesus looked at them and said, “With man this is impossible, but with God all things 
are possible.” - Matthew 19:26 
 
To our graduating 2022 high school seniors, many warm wishes. What a monumental 
achievement you have reached in your life. Our prayers and blessings on your graduation 
and for your future endeavors. 
 
“You are educated. Your certification is in your degree. You may think of it as the ticket 
to the good life. Let me ask you to think of an alternative. Think of it as your ticket to 
change the world.” - Tom Brokaw, American retired network television journalist and 
author 
 



             

Its sill not too late to register for the DOWAMA PLC in Wichita in June. PLEASE visit the PLC’s video 
promo at youtube.com/watch?v=Jf0p-itUg4c, as well as the master web address for the PLC at 
antiochianevents.com/wichita where you may access the Parish Life Conference schedule, make hotel 
reservations, and register for the Conference and its various events. The master web site also provides a 
listing of the deadline dates for each facet of your PLC preparations.  

 

.    

We encourage those who have tested positive for COVID-19 and not yet received a negative test result, 
those who have symptoms as listed by the CDC, and those who have been in contact with anyone who has 
symptoms or has tested positive for COVID-19 to stay home and watch services remotely.     

ONLINE LITURGICAL GUIDE FOR THE WEEKEND OF MAY 28 - 29, 2022 
 
VESPERS:  Great Vespers (windows.net) 
 
SUNDAY ORTHROS: Sunday Orthros (windows.net) 
 
SUNDAY DIVINE LITURGY: Divine Liturgy Variables (windows.net) 
 
LITURGICAL RESOURCE: https://www.antiochian.org/liturgicday/2967 
 

CHURCH ETIQUETTE 
The attached web site is guide for how to show proper respect and reference in church. This guide 
is also meant for personal reflection, not as a means of judging others. Keep in mind that there are 
different traditions even among the Orthodox faithful. We come to church to pray and worship God 
above all else, and that should be our only focus. 
https://antiochianprodsa.blob.core.windows.net/websiteattachments/ChurchEtiquetteBook
let.pdf 

CHURCH BULLETIN ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Announcements for the weekly Church Bulletin should be emailed by Monday to Rev. Dcn. Michael 
at mailto:deacon@stgeorge-elpaso.org  ,with a copy emailed to Fr. Fadi for his approval at 
fadi.rabbat@icloud.com . The Church Bulletin is usually sent out by Wednesday.  



    CHURCH BULLETIN DISTRIBUTION 
Just a friendly reminder that if you have an email address on file in the church’s Breeze System, we will 
email the Church Bulletin to the email address provided. We will not mail you the Church Bulletin to save 
on postage and copying cost. I will continue to mail the Church Bulletin to those who have contacted me. 
Thank you for your cooperation.   
 

HOLY BREAD OFFERING 
If you plan to offer Holy Bread on Sunday for your health and your loved ones, please indicate your 
offering on the sign-up board located in the Narthex of the church or email Rev. Dcn. Michael by the prior 
Monday at deacon@stgeorge-elpaso.org to have it placed in the week’s Church Bulletin. Rev. Dcn. Michael 
will contact you to make the necessary arrangements for the Holy Bread.  
 

MEMORIAL SERVICES ON SUNDAYS 
If you plan to offer the Holy Bread for a Memorial Service of a departed loved one, please email Rev. Dcn. 
Michael by the prior Monday at deacon@stgeorge-elpaso.org to have it placed in the week’s Church 
Bulletin. Rev. Dcn. Michael will contact you to make the arrangements for the Holy Bread.  
 
Please note that a traditional Memorial Wheat dish (boiled wheat) named Sliha in Syria and Kolyva in 
Greece is distributed to the parishioners as part of the 40 days Memorial Service. It symbolizes everlasting 
life and is based on scripture, which reads: “Verily, verily, I say unto you, except a corn of wheat fall into 
the ground and die, it abideth alone: but if it die, it bringeth forth much fruit.” (JN 12:24 ) The 40-day 
memorial mark is significant because it represents when Jesus rose from the dead and ascended 
into heaven to sit on the right hand of his Father. Let Rev. Dcn. Michael know if you’ll want 
arrangements made for the Memorial Wheat.   
Memorial Services occur on the 9 days, 40 days, 6 months, 1 year, and every year on the burial anniversary, 
and Saturday of the Souls set aside throughout the Church Year.  
Memorial Services are not held: 
1. From the Saturday of Lazarus to and including St. Thomas Sunday. 
2. Any Great Feast of our Lord: Christmas, Epiphany, Pascha, Transfiguration, etc. 
3. Any Great Feast of the Theotokos: Annunciation, Dormition, etc. 
It is a pious custom among some to give the priest a gift of love donation for the Memorial Service. 
 

NAMES TO BE REMEMBERED DURING DIVINE LITURGY 
If you want names of the living and/or departed remembered at Sunday morning’s Proskomedie and the 
Great Entrance during Divine Liturgy, PLEASE email the names to Rev. Dcn. Michael by Saturday 
at deacon@stgeorge-elpaso.org . Names will not be accepted on Sunday. 
 
 

                  DOME LIGHTING 
Please note that the 'Dome Lighting' refers to the lights being lit from within the dome of the church to 
see the icon of the Christ Pantocrator through the dome windows at night. Your request to schedule a 
'Dome Lighting' should be emailed to Rev. Dcn. Michael by the prior Monday at deacon@stgeorge-
elpaso.org to have it placed in the week's Church Bulletin. Also indicate when the dome is to be lit. There 
is a minimum donation of $50 per lighting.  Please address the check to St. George Antiochian Church. 



You can either mail the check to the church or drop it off in the church’s mailbox, located in the office 
entrance.  
 

RECOMMENDED READINGS ON THE ORTHODOX CHURCH 
 
The following are handbooks designed for use by those desiring to embrace Eastern Orthodoxy. 
However, there is nothing more important but to come and see by attending the Vespers and the 
Divine Liturgy services. 
 
The Orthodox Faith, Worship, and Life (Orthodox Catechism: An Outline) by Hieromonk 
Gregorios, Cell of St. John the Theologian, Koutloumousiou Monastery, Mt. Athos  
 
Introducing the Orthodox Church its Faith and Life by Anthony M. Coniaris, 23rd printing 
 
Study Guide for Introducing the Orthodox Church by Anthony Coniaris and Ketty Kizilos 
 

ONLINE ORTHODOX STORES 
 
Below are some online stores that have a large selection of traditional Orthodox religious items and 
books on the Eastern Orthodox faith.  
 
Ancient Faith Store:   https://store.ancientfaith.com/ 
 
Holy Trinity Store:    https://www.holytrinitystore.com/ 
 
Monastery Icons:  https://www.MonasteryIcons.com/ 
 
Eight Day Books:   https://www.eighthdaybooks.com/ 
 

           
 
 

CONTACT INFORMATION 
For Pastoral needs and/or Emergencies contact Fr. Fadi Rabbat at: 

Office: 915-584-9100 Cell phone: 973-780-0221  

Email: fadi.rabbat@icloud.com 
 

Or 
 

Rev. Dcn. Michael Sifuentes at: 
Cell Phone: (915)309-1511  Email: deacon@stgeorge-elpaso.org 

PRAYER FOR THE SICK 

Please let us know if you are ill and/or hospitalized by 
contacting Fr. Fadi Rabbat. We too will add your name to 
the prayer list for Sunday’s Divine Liturgy. 

 

ivine Liturgy.  



Hospital & Pastoral Visits (During the morning or evenings – Please contact Fr. Fadi to schedule the 
visits or in case of any emergency at any time at 973.780.0221. 

Confessions: By appointment with Fr. Fadi Rabbat.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Welcome to Week #20 of the Stewardship Project at St. George which continues for the next 33 weeks with messages 
to beckon each of us to reflection and prayer and to a pious appreciation for all the blessings our Lord has showered on 
us, and in turn, reflect that appreciation through lives of generosity and sharing. 

Week #20 - 1 Corinthians 12: 18, 25-27 … “But as it is, God arranged the organs in the body, each one of them, as He 
chose … that there may be no discord in the body, but that the members may have the same care for one another. If one member 
suffers, all suffer together; if one member is honored, all rejoice together. Now you are the body of Christ and individually 
members of it.” 

In this remarkable passage, St. Paul makes it unambiguously clear that every member of the Body of Christ 
is critical in the overall life and work of the Church. Here, the Orthodox emphatically disagree with the 
Protestant approach: There is no such thing as ‘an individual Christian”. The Orthodox proclaim Christians 
are knit together in love, called in Christ to suffer together, be honored together, work and rejoice together.  

The apostle Paul reminded his readers in Corinth that their varied gifts were not tools to outdo each other in a 
quest for recognition, power, or glory. Being connected in Christ, they were required to depend on and support 
one another. As Paul unfolded the metaphor of Christians as “the body of Christ,” he noted that our body parts 
do not envy or compete with another. Rather, as he wrote in verse 26, “If one part suffers, all the parts suffer 
with it; if one part gets the glory, all the parts celebrate with it.” As members of one another, we are to “care 
for one another” in the local church (1 Corinthians 12:22-26). Paul mentions a practical way we show 
our “care for one another”: it is by suffering with those who suffer, delight along with those who are being 
honored, celebrate with those who are rejoicing. Since we are members of one another, we will take notice of 
the cares, sufferings, and the joys of fellow Christians. 

Reflection Questions                                                                                               
lIs this spirit of sharing as members of “the Body of Christ”, evident in our church?                                                                    
lHow can we more fully honor both our own talents/abilities and those of others?                                                                
lWhat actions/behaviors could make our most valued relationships strong in sharing?                                                            
lHave we experienced this kind of trust and mutual support among members of our ‘body’?                                       

• What does this message from God require from me, His loyal and obedient servant?                         
lWhat must I change in my life to be able to follow this teaching? 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

Living generously most importantly, means giving of oneself. It means praying 
for those who are in need, commending them, by name, to our Father in heaven. 


